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IN-CONFIDENCE 

Cabinet paper: New Zealand Sign Language (NZSL) 
Strategy – Approval to release 

Hon Louise Upston, Minister for Disability Issues 

December 2024 

These documents have been proactively released: 

• Cabinet Paper – New Zealand Sign Language (NZSL) Strategy -Approval to 
release 

• Summary of the Cabinet paper 
• CAB-25-MIN-0403 Cabinet Minute of Decision  
• SOU-23-MIN-0148 SOU Minute of Decision 

The paper asks Cabinet for approval for the Minister and the New Zealand Sign Language 
Board (the Board) to officially release the New Zealand Sign Language Strategy (NZSL 
Strategy). On 5 November, Cabinet Social Outcomes Committee approved the NZSL 
Strategy for public release. 

Additional advice documents proactively released: 

• REP/WHK/25/LO/072 Approval to lodge New Zealand Sign Language (NZSL) 
Strategy and Cabinet paper 

• REP/WHK/25/10/073 NZSL Strategy Launch (note: speech notes may differ from 
delivery) 

• REP/WHK/25/10/075 Cabinet paper- New Zealand Sign Language (NZSL) 
Strategy – Approval to release 

Note: 

Some parts of this information release would not be appropriate to release and, if 
requested, would be withheld under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA). Where this 
is the case, the relevant sections of the Act that would apply have been identified. Where 
information has been withheld, no public interest has been identified that would 
outweigh the reasons for withholding it. 

Key to Redaction Codes:  

• Section 9(2)(a) of the OIA, to protect the privacy of natural persons 
• Section 9(2)(g)(i) of the OIA, to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs 

through the free and frank expression of opinions by or between or to Ministers of 
the Crown or members of an organisation or officers and employees of any public 
service agency or organisation in the course of their duty. 
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