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Cabinet paper: Confirming the status of the Accessibility for New Zealanders Bill
Hon Penny Simmonds, Minister for Disability Issues
These documents have been proactively released:
· Cabinet Paper – Confirming the status of the Accessibility for New Zealanders Bill
· CAB-24-MIN-0099 Cabinet Minute of Decision 
· LEG-24-MIN-0045 LEG Minute of Decision
Note:
This paper was considered and approved by Cabinet in March 2024, as part of a broader process to set priorities for the Government’s legislation programme in 2024. 
The paper informed Cabinet that the then Minister of Disability Issues had decided to put the Accessibility for New Zealanders Bill on hold while she got more information from the Ministry of Disabled People – Whaikaha (the Ministry) on:	
· How other countries are dealing with accessibility issues; and
· Any gaps in the Accessibility for New Zealanders Bill.
In April 2024 a new Minister for Disability Issues was appointed. In August, she decided to stop work on the Accessibility for New Zealanders Bill. 
Instead, the Minister asked the Ministry to develop a work programme to deliver practical and tangible improvements to address accessibility issues using the laws and regulations already in place. The Minister spoke about this decision in the Estimates hearing in June 2025, you can read the transcript for this here.

© Crown Copyright, Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0)
image1.png
Whaikaha

Ministry of Disabled People

b

Scan for

NZSL name




