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[bookmark: _Toc232071265]Welcome to the New Zealand Disability Strategy 2026 - 2030 outcomes monitoring dashboard
The indicators in this dashboard will be used to monitor the impact of the strategy at a system level.  
For each priority outcome area (education, employment, health, housing, justice) the dashboard includes 4-5 primary measures to measure progress towards the goal, along with supporting measures that measure progress towards the goals and outcomes of the strategy in more detail. Additional primary and supporting measures monitor progress towards the overall vision and principles set out in the strategy. 
This dashboard provides baseline data, as available at December 2025 when the strategy was launched. For a few measures we have used more recent data to ensure comparability across the course of the strategy.
The dashboard will be updated at least annually, until the end of the strategy in 2030.
[bookmark: _Toc232071266]Vision and Principles
Vision – New Zealand is an equitable and accessible place for all disabled people and their whānau, where disabled people thrive, contribute, and choose the lives they want to lead.
Principles – Accessibility; Self-determination; Upholding equity, culture and identity; Participation and inclusion; Respect and dignity.
[bookmark: _Toc232071267]Primary measures
These are the key indicators to monitor progress towards the vision and principles.
High life satisfaction – 61.0% of disabled adults (15 years and over) rated their overall life satisfaction highly (7 or higher on a 0 to 10 scale). Source: NZ Health Survey, 2023/24.
High sense of control – 57.9% of disabled adults (15 years and over) felt they had a high level of control over their lives (7 or higher on a 0 to 10 scale). Source: General Social Survey, 2023.
Acceptance of disabled neighbour – 84.6% of adults (15 years and over) felt comfortable or very comfortable about a new neighbour who had a disability or long-term health condition. Source: General Social Survey 2023.
Child poverty – 27.5% of children (0-17 years) in disabled households were living in material hardship (lacking 7 or more items on the MH-18 index). Source: Household Income and Living Survey, year ended June 2025.
[bookmark: _Toc232071268]Supporting measures
These indicators measure progress towards the vision and principles in more detail.
Things in life feel worthwhile – 69.2% of disabled adults (15 years and over) felt the things they do in life were highly worthwhile (7 or higher on a 0 to 10 scale). Source: General Social Survey, 2023.
High family wellbeing – 66.4% of disabled adults (15 years and over) rated their family wellbeing highly (7 or higher on a 0 to 10 scale). Source: General Social Survey, 2023.
Experienced discrimination – 34.5% of disabled adults (15 years and over) experienced discrimination in the last 12 months (age-standardised). Source: NZ Crime and Victims Survey, 2025
[bookmark: _Toc232071269]Education
[bookmark: _Toc232071270]Goal 
Every learner is supported to attend, participate and progress in education. There is a high expectation that all learners – including disabled learners – will achieve their potential in the education setting of their choice.
[bookmark: _Toc232071271]Primary measures
These are high-level indicators that measure progress towards the goal for education.
School qualification or higher – 68.5% of disabled adults (15 to 64 years) had a school qualification or higher. Source: Household Labour Force Survey, June 2025 quarter.
High trust for education system – 31.9% of disabled adults (15 to 64 years) held high trust for the education system (7 or higher on a 0 to 10 scale). Source: General Social Survey, 2023.
Expectation of achievement – 77.4% of disabled secondary school students (13 to 19 years) agreed or strongly agreed that people at their school or kura kaupapa Māori expect them to do well. Source: Youth Health and Wellbeing Survey, 2025.
Secondary school attendance rate – 91.0% of disabled secondary school students (13 to 19 years) said they attend school most or all of the time. Source: Youth Health and Wellbeing Survey, 2025.
Employment, education or training – 47.9% of disabled young people (15 to 24 years) were in employment, education, or training. Source: Household Labour Force Survey, June 2025 quarter.
[bookmark: _Toc232071272]Supporting measures
These measures will help monitor progress in the education outcome area in more detail.
Feelings of safety at school – 45.7% of disabled secondary school students (13 to 19 years) agreed or strongly agreed they feel safe at their school or kura kaupapa Māori. Source: Youth Health and Wellbeing Survey, 2025.
Treated unfairly by teacher – 6.9% of disabled secondary school students (13 to 19 years) said they ever have been treated unfairly by a teacher/tutor because they are disabled. Source: Youth Health and Wellbeing Survey, 2025.
Bachelor’s degree or higher – 16.3% of disabled adults (15 to 64 years) had a bachelor’s degree qualification or higher. Source: Household Labour Force Survey, June 2025 quarter.
[bookmark: _Toc232071273]Employment
[bookmark: _Toc232071274]Goal 
Disabled people will have meaningful career opportunities, equal to non-disabled people, and be valued in the same way. Disability-confident employers will recognize disabled people’s talents and expertise and will provide accessible and inclusive workplaces throughout the employment lifecycle.
[bookmark: _Toc232071275]Primary measures
These are high-level indicators that measure progress toward the goal for employment.
Employment rate – 38.2% of disabled adults (15 to 64 years) were employed. Source: Household Labour Force Survey, June 2025 quarter.
Underutilisation rate – 24.4% of disabled adults (15 to 64 years) were underutilised in the workforce. Source: Household Labour Force Survey, June 2025 quarter.
Employment, education, or training – 47.9% of disabled young people (15 to 24 years) were in employment, education, or training. Source: Household Labour Force Survey, June 2025 quarter.
Job satisfaction – 65.9% of employed disabled adults (15 to 64 years) were satisfied or very satisfied with their job. Source: General Social Survey, 2023.
Disability pay gap – 8.6%, the percentage difference in median hourly earnings between non-disabled and disabled people (15 to 64 years). Source: Household Labour Force Survey, June 2025 quarter.
[bookmark: _Toc232071276]Supporting measures
These measures will help monitor progress in the employment outcome area in more detail.
Median weekly wages - $1,200, the median weekly income from wages and salaries for employed disabled adults (15 to 64 years). Source: Household Labour Force Survey, June 2025 quarter.
Satisfaction with work-life balance – 55.8% of employed disabled adults (15 to 64 years) were satisfied or very satisfied with their work-life balance. Source: General Social Survey, 2023.
Adequacy of income – 37.9% of disabled adults (15 to 64 years) reported enough or more than enough income to meet everyday needs. Source: General Social Survey, 2023.
Life satisfaction for employed people – 61.7% of employed disabled adults (15 to 64 years) rated their life satisfaction highly (7 or higher on a 0 to 10 scale). Source: General Social Survey, 2023.
[bookmark: _Toc232071277]Health
[bookmark: _Toc232071278]Goal 
Disabled people will achieve the highest possible standard of health and wellbeing. They will decide what this means for themselves and their whānau.
[bookmark: _Toc232071279]Primary measures
These are high-level indicators that measure progress towards the goal for health.
Good health in adults – 60.1% of disabled adults (15 years and over) had good, very good, or excellent self-rated health. Source: NZ Health Survey, 2023/24.
Good health in children – 86.0% of disabled children (5 to 14 years) had good, very good, or excellent parent-rated health. Source: NZ Health Survey, 2023/24.
Unmet need for a GP - [Available in November] Percentage of disabled adults (15 years and over) with unmet need for a GP for any reason in the past 12 months. Source: NZ Health Survey, 2024/25.
Accessibility of healthcare – 84.3% of adult primary care patients (15 years and over) with a disability, impairment, or long-term health condition felt their accessibility needs were met. Source: Adult primary care patient experience survey, 2024.
Self-determination in healthcare – 84.8% of disabled adult primary care patients (15 years and over) said the health care professional at their most recent appointment involved them as much as they wanted in making decisions about their treatment and care. Source: Adult primary care patient experience survey, 2024.
[bookmark: _Toc232071280]Supporting measures
These are the high-level indicators that measure progress towards the goal for health.
Psychological distress – 33.0% of disabled adults (15 years and over) experienced high or very high levels of psychological distress in the past 4 weeks. Source: NZ Health Survey, 2023/24.
Unmet need due to wait time- 31.1% of disabled adults (15 years and over) had unmet need for a GP in the past 12 months due to wait time being too long. Source: NZ Health Survey, 2023/24.
Unmet need due to cost – 22.5% of disabled adults (15 years and over) had unmet need for a GP in the past 12 months due to cost. Source: NZ Health Survey, 2023/24.
[bookmark: _Toc232071281]Housing 
[bookmark: _Toc232071282]Goal 
Disabled people and their whānau have affordable, safe, healthy, secure, and accessible homes that meet their needs and support their independence.
[bookmark: _Toc232071283]Primary measures
These are the high-level indicators that measure progress towards the goal for housing.
Feeling safe at home at night – 71.6% of disabled adults (15 years and over) felt safe or very safe at home by themselves at night. Source: General Social Survey, 2023.
No major problems with house – 32.9% of disabled adults (15 years and over) reported no major problems (cold, damp, mould, no major repairs needed) with their house or flat. Source: General Social Survey, 2023.
Home ownership – 58.6% of disabled people (2 years and over) were living in an owner-occupied home. Source: Household Economic Survey, year ended June 2024.
Days spent on housing register – Average wait time (days) for modified social housing on the: Housing register - 1,015 days; Transfer register - 96 days. Source: MSD housing register, December 2025 quarter.
Housing affordability – 40.2% of disabled adults (15 years and over) rated their housing affordability highly (7 or higher on a 0 to 10 scale). Source: General Social Survey, 2023.
[bookmark: _Toc232071284]Supporting measures
These measures will help monitor progress in the housing outcome area in more detail.
Safety of neighbourhood after dark – 45.4% of disabled adults (15 years and over) felt safe or very safe walking alone in the neighbourhood after dark. Source: General Social Survey, 2023.
Late paying bills due to lack of money – 27.2% of disabled adults (15 years and over), in the last 12 months, had been late paying electricity, gas, rates, or water bill once or more due to lack of money. Source: General Social Survey, 2023.
Homelessness – 3.8% of disabled people (5 years and over) were living in severe housing deprivation (homelessness). Source: NZ Census, 2023.
[bookmark: _Toc232071285]Justice
[bookmark: _Toc232071286]Goal 
Disabled people’s human rights and freedoms will be protected, and their disability rights will be realized. Disabled people will be treated fairly and equitably by the justice system and will be supported to meaningfully participate. Justice system policies and practices will embed accessibility, inclusion, and lived experience.
[bookmark: _Toc232071287]Primary measures
These are high-level indicators that measure progress towards the goal for justice.
Feeling of safety – 7.9 out of 10 was the average (mean) rating (on a 0 to 10 scale) for feeling of safety for disabled adults (15 years and over, age standardized). Source: NZ Crime and Victims Survey, 2024.
Victimisation rate – 39.6% of disabled adults (15 years and over) experienced at least one offense in the last 12 months (age-standardised). Source: NZ Crime and Victims Survey, 2024.
Unfair treatment by the justice system – 52.9% of disabled adults (15 years and over) said they have been treated unfairly by the criminal justice system in the last 12 months (age-standardised). Source: NZ Crime and Victims Survey, 2024.
High trust in the justice system – 36.4% of disabled adults (15 years and over) held high trust for the justice system (rating of 4 or 5 on a 1 to 5 scale, age-standardised). Source: NZ Crime and Victims Survey, 2024.
[bookmark: _Toc232071288]Supporting measures
These measures will help monitor progress in the justice outcome area in more detail.
High trust for courts – 44.4% of disabled adults (15 years and over) held high trust for courts (7 or higher on a 0 to 10 scale). Source: General Social Survey, 2023.
High trust for police – 65.1% of disabled adults (15 years and over) held high trust for police (7 or higher on a 0 to 10 scale). Source: General Social Survey, 2023.
Fear of crime effect on life – 24.5% of disabled adults (15 years and over) said fear of crime has a large effect on life (rating of 7 or higher on a 0 to 10 scale). Source: General Social Survey, 2023.
Youth in trouble with police – 13.8% of disabled secondary school students (13 to 19 years) said they have been in trouble with the police once or more than once in the past 12 months. Source: Youth Health and Wellbeing Survey, 2025.
[bookmark: _Toc232071289]About the data
[bookmark: _Toc232071290]Interpreting the data
[bookmark: _Toc232071291]Confidence intervals 
Many of the estimates in this dashboard have error bars. These help show how precise each estimate is and how well the sample is likely to represent the population. 
The range between the lower and upper error bars represents the 95% confidence interval. This means there is a 95% chance that the true value is within this range. The smaller the error bars are relative to the scale of the data, the more confident we can be that the estimate is close to the true value for the population. 
The relative size of the error bars tends to be larger for smaller sample sizes. This is why the error bars tend to be larger for disabled people than they are for non-disabled people, and larger again when data for disabled people are disaggregated by ethnicity or age. This makes it harder to draw firm conclusions about these groups. 
If two estimates have error bars that do not overlap with each other, this provides strong evidence of a real difference between the groups. Overlapping error bars do not necessarily mean there is no difference, but we can be less certain that a real difference exists. 
Some of the data in this dashboard do not have error bars. While all data contains some uncertainty, in these cases there are no error bars because we are measuring the full population rather than a sample. For example, the Census measures the entire population of New Zealand, so there is no sampling error. Similarly, data for the housing register covers all people on that register, so it is not subject to sampling error. 
[bookmark: _Toc232071292]Pooled data and suppression 
Some estimates on the “explore measure” pages may not be visible. This is because some samples are small enough that an estimate calculated from them will be highly unreliable or risk identifying individuals. In these cases, the data is suppressed. This is most common for data on Pacific disabled people. 
In some cases, pooled data is available instead, which increases the sample size by combining several time periods together. This can be found by using the filter labelled “Data collection period” on the filter pane in the “explore measure” pages, where available. 
[bookmark: _Toc232071293]Disclaimer
This work is based on/includes customised Stats NZ’s data which are licensed by Stats NZ for re-use under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International licence.
[bookmark: _Toc232071294]How disabled people were identified
[bookmark: _Toc232071295]Washington Group Short Set (WGSS) 
The Washington Group Short Set (WGSS) is a set of 6 questions designed to use to identify disabled people (aged 5 years and over) in censuses and surveys that aren’t disability specific. The WGSS is based around the activity limitations aspect of the World Health Organization’s (WHO) International Classification of Functioning, Disability, and Health (ICF). This aspect aims to identify individuals who are at greater risk than the general population of experiencing restricted social participation because of difficulties undertaking basic activities. 
The WGSS identifies disabled people as those who report having at least ‘a lot of difficulty’ in seeing (even when wearing glasses), hearing (even when using hearing aids), walking or climbing stairs, remembering or concentrating, communicating, or with self-care.  
For more information see: 
The Washington Group Short Set of Questions on Functioning | Whaikaha - Ministry of Disabled People
WG Short Set on Functioning (WG-SS) - The Washington Group on Disability Statistics
International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF)
[bookmark: _Toc232071296]Washington Group Short Set Enhanced (WGSS-E) 
The Washington Group Short Set Enhanced (WGSS-E) is a set of 12 questions designed to use to identify disabled people (aged 18 years and over) in population-based health surveys and disability-specific surveys. It contains the 6 questions from the WGSS, plus 6 additional questions, altogether covering eight domains.  
The WGSS-E identifies disabled people as those who report having at least ‘a lot of difficulty’ in seeing (even when wearing glasses), hearing (even when using hearing aids), walking or climbing stairs, remembering or concentrating, communicating, self-care, upper-body functioning, dexterity, or having strong feelings of anxiety and depression. 
For more information see: 
WG Short Set on Functioning – Enhanced (WG-SS Enhanced) - The Washington Group on Disability Statistics 
[bookmark: _Toc232071297]Washington Group/UNICEF Child Functioning Module (WG-CFM) 
The Washington Group/UNICEF Child Functioning Module (WG-CFM) is a question set used to identify disabled children in national household surveys. The WG-CFM has two versions, one for children aged 2-4 years old and one for children aged 5-17 years old. For both versions of the WG-CFM, the set of questions are completed by the mother or primary caregiver of the child. To identify disabled children the CFM can be used to identify disabled children aged 2-17 years, or age-specific indicators for the two ages groups – 2-4 years old, and 5-17 years old. 
The WG-CFM for children aged 2-4 years consists of 16 questions. It assesses for functional difficulties in the following areas: 
· seeing 
· hearing 
· mobility 
· fine motor skills 
· communication/comprehension 
· controlling behaviour 
· learning 
· playing. 
The WG-CFM for children aged 5-17 years consists of 24 questions. It assesses for functional difficulties in the following areas: 
· seeing 
· hearing 
· mobility 
· self-care 
· communication/comprehension 
· learning 
· remembering 
· attention and concentrating 
· relationships 
· coping with change 
· affect – anxiety and depression. 
For more information see: 
WG/UNICEF Child Functioning Module (CFM) - The Washington Group on Disability Statistics 
Module on Child Functioning - UNICEF DATA 
Guidance note on integrating the module on child functioning in demographic and health surveys - UNICEF DATA  
[bookmark: _Toc232071298]About the data sources
[bookmark: _Toc232071299]Census | Stats NZ 
The New Zealand Census is the official count of people and dwellings in New Zealand, usually held every five years. It provides a snapshot of the country at a point in time and helps government, councils, businesses, iwi, and community organisations plan services and make decisions about areas such as education, health, housing, and transport. The 2023 Census used the Washington Group Short Set (WGSS) to identify disabled people.
The New Zealand Census is currently undergoing significant changes, and is not expected to take place until 2030.
Link to Census
[bookmark: _Toc232071300]General Social Survey (GSS) | Stats NZ 
The General Social Survey (GSS) is a Stats NZ survey run every two years that collects information about the wellbeing of New Zealanders aged 15 years and over. It looks at social and economic outcomes to understand how different populations of people are faring, based on interviews with around 8,000 households across the country. The GSS publishes data based on both the Washington Group Short Set Enhanced (WGSS-E) and Washington Group Short Set (WGSS) to identify disabled people.
The data collection period for the next GSS is 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027, and is expected to be published in late 2027.
Link to GSS
[bookmark: _Toc232071301]Household Income and Living Survey | Stats NZ 
The Household Income and Living Survey (HILS) is an annual Stats NZ survey that collects information about New Zealand households’ income, living costs, housing costs, savings, spending, investments, and wellbeing. It helps government agencies, charities, and other organisations understand how people are living and set policies.  The data collection period is June 1 - July 30 each year. HILS uses the Washington Group Short Set Enhanced (WGSS-E) to identify disabled adults and the Washington Group/UNICEF Child Functioning Module (WG-CFM) to identify disabled children. Since July 2024, HILS has replaced the former Stats NZ Household Economic Survey (HES). 
The next set of results are expected to be published in early 2027.
Link to HILS
Link to Child Poverty Statistics
[bookmark: _Toc232071302]Household Economic Survey (HES) | Stats NZ 
The Household Economic Survey (HES) was an annual Stats NZ survey that collected information about New Zealand households’ expenditure, income, savings, and overall economic wellbeing. The results help government agencies develop policy, measure things like inflation and poverty, and understand how much households own and owe. HES uses the Washington Group Short Set Enhanced (WGSS-E) to identify disabled adults and the Washington Group/UNICEF Child Functioning Module (WG-CFM) to identify disabled children. Since July 2024, HES has been replaced by the Stats NZ Household Income and Living Survey (HILS). 
Link to HES
[bookmark: _Toc232071303]Household Labour Force Survey (HLFS) | Stats NZ 
The Household Labour Force Survey (HLFS) is a Stats NZ survey that provides New Zealand’s official measure of employment and unemployment. It collects information from about 15,000 households every three months to help show how the labour market and economy are changing, including where jobs, training, and education support may be needed. HLFS collects both disability data, and income data in June quarters. HLFS uses the Washington Group Short Set (WGSS) to identify disabled people.
The next set of results are expected to be published in August 2026.
Link to HLFS
[bookmark: _Toc232071304]Patient experience surveys | Health Quality & Safety Commission Te Tāhū Hauora
The dashboard uses data from 3 Health Quality & Safety Commission Te Tāhū Hauora patient experience surveys: the adult primary care patient experience survey, the adult hospital inpatient experience survey, and the adult hospital outpatient experience survey. By default, patient experience survey indicators used in the dashboard display data from the adult primary care patient experience survey. However, users can switch to inpatient or outpatient survey data using the care-setting filter. To do this, select ‘Explore measure’ for the relevant indicator, then use the drop-down filter to toggle between care settings.
Patient experience survey data is collected quarterly. For reporting, the Health Quality & Safety Commission Te Tāhū Hauora identifies disabled people using the Washington Group Short Set (WGSS) combined with a question on self-identity. The NZDS dashboard uses only the WGSS to identify disabled people in patient experience survey data, to be more consistent with other data sources used in the NZDS dashboard.
[bookmark: _Toc232071305]Adult primary care patient experience survey
The adult primary care patient experience survey collects feedback from people aged 15 years and over about their experiences with general practice care. It is the largest health survey in New Zealand, with around 30,000 responses every three months. The survey covers key aspects of primary care, including communication, access to care, cultural safety, and physical and emotional needs. The results are used to support improvements in the quality of care across New Zealand. 
[bookmark: _Toc232071306]Adult hospital inpatient experience survey
The adult hospital inpatient experience survey collects feedback from people aged 15 years and over who stayed at least 1 night in a public hospital about the care they received.
[bookmark: _Toc232071307]Adult hospital outpatient experience survey
The adult hospital outpatient experience survey collects feedback from people aged 15 years and over who attended a public hospital-based outpatient clinic appointment about the care they received.
Patient experience survey results are publicly available through the experience explorer dashboards. Results are updated quarterly after each survey is conducted.
Link to patient experience surveys
[bookmark: _Toc232071308]Public Housing Registers | Ministry of Social Development 
[bookmark: _Toc232071309]Housing Register 
The Housing Register contains applicants who are not currently in public housing but have been assessed as eligible and are ready to be matched with a suitable home. 
[bookmark: _Toc232071310]Transfer Register 
The Transfer Register contains people or households already living in public housing who need to move to a different property for reasons such as their current home having too few or too many bedrooms, or because of health needs. 
Link to Housing Register
Link to Transfer Register
[bookmark: _Toc232071311]New Zealand Crime and Victims Survey (NZCVS) | Ministry of Justice 
The New Zealand Crime and Victims Survey is an annual Ministry of Justice survey that collects information about New Zealanders’ experiences of crime. It collects data from around 8,000-8,500 people aged 15 years and over about whether they have experienced crime, how it affected them, and whether they reported it, to help government agencies better understand victimisation and support safer communities. The data collection period is typically October to October. NZCVS uses the Washington Group Short Set (WGSS) to identify disabled people.
The next set of results are expected to be published mid-2027.
Link to NZCVS
[bookmark: _Toc232071312]New Zealand Health Survey (NZHS) | Ministry of Health 
The New Zealand Health Survey is an annual Ministry of Health survey that collects information about the health and wellbeing of adults and children in New Zealand. Its results are published annually and help inform health services, policy, and strategy across the country. The data collection period covers July to June each year. The NZHS uses the Washington Group Short Set (WGSS) to identify disabled adults and the Washington Group/UNICEF Child Functioning Module (WG-CFM) to identify disabled children.
The next set of results are expected to be published in late 2026.
Link to NZHS
[bookmark: _Toc232071313]Youth Health and Wellbeing Survey (YHWS) | Ministry of Social Development 
The Youth Health and Wellbeing Survey (YHWS) is a Ministry of Social Development administered survey that asks questions relating to health, mental health, wellbeing, and wider life experiences. The YHWS 2025 collected information from young people aged 13 to 19 who attend secondary school, with surveys delivered in schools. It merged and continued two long-running sources of youth wellbeing evidence in New Zealand (the Youth2000 survey and the What about Me survey) in helping government, researchers, and community organisations understand how young people in New Zealand are doing and track changes over time. The data collection period in the 2025 YHWS was March 2025 to September 2025. The YHWS uses the Washington Group Short Set (WGSS) as one of the ways of identifying disabled people.
The next survey is expected to take place in 2028.
Link to YHWS
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